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(Excerpted from the speech of Dr Murli Manohar Joshi, former Union Minister,
Mimstry of Human Resource Development , Govt. of India, delivered at the World
Sanskrit Conference held at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 5-9 April 2001).

Hon'ble Frime Minister,
Distinguished Scholars,
Excellencies,

Sisters and Brothers,

Celebration of Sanskrit:

Let me begin with the prayer from the Rigveda, expressed by
Vishwamitra, the powerful Rishi and Poet,
Wi T 9T T
HiiE T T 2Ew |
TR Te Aad A 1)

“We have made the Sacrifice to ascend towards the Supreme,
let the Speech increase. With kindlings of aspiration, with obeisance
of submission, the illumined will is set to its workings; expression is
manifested in the higher mind to the knowledge of the Seers and

they aspire for a passage for the illumined will, in its upward urge
for the speech.”

This prayer celebrates the Speech, the Speech of the Rishis,
the chaste and clean and profound Speech of Sanskrit, which we also
are now assembled to celebrate.
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never poor or bare...a capacity of high richness and beauty, a natural
grandeur of sound and diction inherited from the ancient days.” But,
Secondly, and more importantly, we cherish Sanskrit because the
knowiedge that it contains is relevant to the crisis of our Contemporary
World, and which, if India could give to the World, India will have
fulfilled herself. As the East and the West are drawing together, much
iz expected of India. Will Durant, concluding his account of India,
has expressed that:

“India will teach us the tolerance and gentleness of the mature
mind, the guiet content of the unacquisitive soul, the caim of the
understanding  spirit, and a unifying, pacifying love for all living
things. 5

ik

YWast Scope of Knowledge contained in Sanskrit Texts:

The Knowledge contained in the Sanskrit and ailied works is
mamnifold and covers practically every field; it is also on a large scale,
and it mamnifests much attention to completeness of detail. In the
spiritual and philosophical domains, the knowliedee measures the finite
anc casts its plummets far into the infinite; it covers ihe upper, middle
and lower seas of the superconscient, ths sublimiral and the
Imconscient.

Fhe preat mass of Sanskrit literature is a Literature of art and
Science of human Life. If the theme of Spiritual release was dominant,
it aiso looked deeply at Ethics, Law, Politics, Society, Art and_ Crafts,
even Science and Art of love. Even the fthemes such as those of
breeding horses and elephants were dealt with in detail and with
scientific rigour.’

in the Scientific field, this knowledge went farther than anwy
country before the modern era. The Medical knowladge and kniow .e.:..’g_
of Surgery was well equipped. Ayvurveda survives to the present day
and is recovering its wvitality with great rapidity.

In Maithernatics, Astronomy and Chemistry, this knowledge
anticipated some of the ideas and discoveries, which Eurcpe firs:
arrived at much later. That the earth is a moving body, - g EE‘#

2. See, Will Durant, Our Orientai Heritape, p. 633

- ral
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=i Wi’ was declared by the Indian Astronomer many centuries
before Galileo. Sayvana cites in his commentary on the Veda a formula
well-known  in his  time concerning the speed of light,- which
approximates what is acknowledged today by Contemporary Science.
MMuch earlier, in the Rigveda we have a Mantra of Bharadwaja_. which
declares that all physical speeds are measurable by light:

ZAT WA UIiarE= "9y
TEESET g A )

The decimal notation in Mathematics was a special contribution
of Ancient Indian mathematics. The so-called Pythagorean Theorem
is actually a more ancient theorem formulated in Sulwva Sutra.
Aryabhatta, Brahmagupta and Bhaskara contributed a number of
inventions and creations, such as the radical sign, sewveral algebraic
symbols, conception of a negative quantity, rules for finding
permutations and combinations, and the square root of 2. In the eight
century, Indian mathematics solved indeterminate equations of the
second degree that were unknown to Europe until the days of Euler
a thousand years later. The Calculus was already anticipated by
Madhava three Centuries before MNewton and Liebnitz.

Priority in discovery of knowledge is a matter of glory in itself,
but what is important is to delve into the methods of knowledge,
which enabled these Sanskrit Scholars to make their pioneering
discoveries and inventions. Investigations into these methods can
profitably be recommended to the Contemporary Scholars, since it is
bound to lead us on the path of acceleration of our pace of progress.

¥We must remember that the -Sanskrit and allied texts have
suffered colossal attacks and what remains today is only a fragment,
and what is known of that fragment is merely a fraction, since a
farge number of manuscripts have not vet been studied and scrutnized.
In this context, an exciting programme of research needs to be chalked
out at the national and international level. And this justifies owur
insistence that the study and knowledge of Sanskrit should be spread
all over the World.

3. see, Rig Veda VI-6.6



Momentous consequences follow for the relevance of Sanskriz,
For if there is one language where endless writings have continued
to pour on the theme of consciousness, it is Sanskrit. From the
dateless antigquity when the Vedas were realised by Seers, millions of
varieties of experiences and realizations of various levels of conscious-
ness have been inquired into and werifiable statements regarding them
have been recorded which will need to be studied by all who belong
te the frontier areas of research. Consequently, this will have multiplier
effect on all interdisciplinary studies. Inescapably, Sanskrit will become
a leading World-language.

These trends were already forecas! in the fields of Philosopiw
and literature where thinkers like Schopenhauer, Aldous Huxiey and
Emerson discovered the walue of the Upanishads, which are the
supreme works on the theme of consciousness. Schopenhauer said:
“In the whole world, there is no study so beneficial and so elevating
as that of the Upanishads. It has been the solace of my life - it will
be the solace of my death”™. Emerson, in his poem, ‘Brahma’,
summarized the essence of the Upanishads in the following lines:

“They reckon ill who leave me out; When me they fly I am
the wings; I am the doubter and the doubi, And, I the hymn the
Brahmana sings.”

Indeed, the message of the Upanishads comes to us pertinently
when the world of todayv is growing global and when it is in need
of becoming one family of oneness and unity. We hear now with
rapt attention the highest expression of the supreme realization of
consciousness where all bewilderment and sorrow ceases:

e TR AT STy |
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Sanskrit, the Living Language— Towards the Road of the Future

It is clear that the high tide towards Sanskrit is inevitable, and
we need to chalk out a path and a programme so that the tasks we

4. See, Isha Upanishad, £,7



have to undertake are carried out systematically and as rapidly as
possible.

But, first, we should note that as far as India is concerned,
Sanskrit has always been an all-India language and has universal
appeal all over the country. It is a mistaken idea that Sanskrit is a
dead language or only a classical language. For Sanskrit has
continuously been developing. In spite of the heavy blows cast on it
by misfortunes of various kinds, it connects our long past history
with the present.

It is a significant fact that even in the nineteenth century, -
period of great decline, - Maharshi Dayvananda Saraswati, when he
began his mission, delivered his public lectures in Sanskrit. This could
not have been possible if Sanskrit were not sufficiently spoken and
understood as a living language.

It is also necessary to mention that in the early part of the
modern period, we had prolific authors in Sanskrit like Appavya
Driskshit, Milakantha Dikshit, Bellukonda Ramarai, Radha Mandalam,
MNarayan Shastri, Mahamahopadhyaya Laksmisuri, Pandit Madhusudan
(Ojha, and others who had written between 60 and 140 velumes.

In the later part of the modern period, the output was still
consicderable, as is evidenced by several histories of Sanskrit literature
such as those of FPandit Baldeva Upadhyaya, Shri Vachaspati Gairola
Dr. Krishnamacharya. The writings of IDr. Raghavan as also the recent
two volumes of Dr. Varnekar's “Sanskrit Vangmaya Kosh' have
sharpened our awareness of the living force of Sanskrit and continuity
of the Sanskrit literature. ;

It may be noted that Sanskrit poets of our own times have
adopted contemporary themes for the Mahakavyas, and some of the
Sanskrit dramas come nearer to the modern taste. It may also be
mentioned that some genuine lyricists have produced remarkable
lyrics. Appa Shastri's “Panjarabaddhah Shukah® has often been quoted
as an example of the lyrics, which deal with the burning problems
of the present. One may also refer to Dr. WVarnekar's Teertha
Bharatham, Sri Rama Sangitika and Sri Krishna Sangitika and several
others which continue the tradition of Javadeva's ""Geeta Govinda®
with refreshing beauty. MNovels such as Shivaraj Vijaya of Pandit
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Sanskrit, Science and Consciousness:

It is significant that the contemporary march of knowledge
demands increasing recognition of the relevance of the knowledge
contained in Sanskrit and allied texts. It is becoming more and more
clear that Indian Philosophy has anticipated in its own way most of
what has been or is being thought out in metaphysical speculation.
Even linguistic studies of today show the importance of theories of
Panini and Bhartrihari. One finds even scientific thought representing
very ancient generalizations from the other end of the scale of research.
Indian Psychology is justified more and more by all the latest
Psychological discoveries. And who can say that the Psycho-physiology
of Indian Yoga may not be justified if certain lines of inquiry in the
West are pushed a little farther? And even perhaps the Indian
cosmological idea that there are other planes of being that this easily
sensible kingdom of Matter may be rehabilitated in a not very distant
future., There are sound reasons for these possibilities. For one of the
maoast important phenomenon that has occurred in the contemporary

pursuit of Frontiers of Knowledge is the emergence of the theme of
COoOnsciausness.,

Cartesian dualismm and NMNewtonian mechanistic model of the
Universe have now been surpassed. This is because of four
developments: (1} a hundred wyears ago, the Indian Scientist, Jagadish
Chandra Bose, demonstrated to the Scientific World that there is a
unity of life and mind, and even of matter and life. Dualism broke
dowmn. (2) Darwin established the theory of Evolution, which generated
questions of the origin of Mind in Life and Matter, which can no
more be answered by the mechanical explanation. Thinkers like
Bergson, Alexander, Whitehead and Teillard de Chardin have been
led to posit consciousness as the underlying driving force of Evolution,
(3 Developments in Ouantum Mechanics have forced Scientists to
recognize Heisenberg's prinicple of uncertainty and Bell’'s theorem
establishes unity and underlying consciousness even in operations of
sub-atomic Matter. (4} Researches in extra-sensory perceptions and in

higher levels of the mind have led to increasing acknowledgement of
Cosmic Consciousness,



Ambika Dutt Vyas reflect refreshing advance in the needed new
directiomns,

It is also acknowledged that there is a good crop of short stories
in recent times and some of them show admirably the technique and

spirit of innovative modern short story. It is also appreciated that
critical essays have attained some kind of maturity.

It should also be noted that the publication of Journals in
Sanskrit has been a remarkable phenomenon. Regular broadcasts and
telecasts in Sanskrit on Radie and Television have provided rich

material for enriching the language.

[ must also mention that the establishment of several Sanskrit
Universities, Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan and Kendriyva Sanskrit
Vidyapeethas have encouraged the development of Sanskrit. The
contributions made by several Departments of Sanskrit in various
Lniversities and those of Institutions like Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute and Deccan College have stimulated the growth and
development of Sanskrit. Besides, the fact that Sanskrit is now being
increasingly recognized as an ideal language of the Computer has
enhanced its value and Computer is now being used at various places
for storing and retrieval of research materials.

But, this is ot enough, it only serves as a starting point of
an infrastructure. Considering the importance of Sanskrit, facilities
should be provided in the country to study Sanskrit at all stages of
education, formal and non-formal, wherever Students wish to study
it. Sanskrit should preferably be an electiv. third language, and it
should also be supported as an additional language for study by
Students who want to study it, particularly for those who offer English
as the second or third language. Curriculum should be so framed
that Study of Sanskrit is assigned as an elective language at duration
of at least five vears so as to achieve good proficiency in the language
and 1o serve as an effective stimulant to its study in the tertiary level

of education.
Again, in all curricula of tertiary education, study of Sanskrit

should: be a necessary part in all courses, which relate to Indiamn
Culture and other courses where knowledge of Indian Culture is

required.



Frogrammes need to be developed whereby Scientists,
FPhilosophers, Researchers, Experts and others in the Country are
aided and supported in the task of growing acquaintance and even
expertise in the systems of Knowledge which were developed during
the long history of India and which were embodied in Sanskrit texts.

£ special programme also needs to be promoted for integrating
the knowledge developed in the past in India with the modern
knowledge so that we can spring forward towards the future with
confidence and courage.

Another special programme that can be suggested is to work
on a new synihesis of the East and the West and of Science and
Spirituality, with a special emphasis on the theme of Consciousness
and Yoga.

The greatest expectation from the Sanskrit Scholar today is that
he should combine, in substance and style, the elements af sublimity,
modernity and lumuniousity. This demand can be fulfilled. but for
that we shall have to stimulate in the country a grand possibility of
an orchestral symphony of the rich music of the intellectual, ethical,
aesthetic, wital and sensuous experiences bathed, surcharged and
transformed swith the supreme intuitive and revelatory light and
expression. Here, we have to get back to the inspiration of the Vedic
and Upanishadic Seers tq Valmiki and Vyasa and Kalidasa, to the
powers of I[la and Saraswati, to the Goddess Vak, and derive from
them a rich motive of creativity and open our gates to the Future.
In brief, our Scholars need to see the sight of our sight, ‘hearing of
our hearing, mind of our mind, speech of our speech, life of our
life, breath of our breath as the Kena Upanishad instructs:
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Significance of the World Sanskrit Conference:

I amn happy that this World Conference marks a culmination
of a programme that the Government of India has, under the luminous
leadership of our Prime Minister launched three years ago to highlight
importance of Sanskrit and its power to integrate not only India but
te bring together the people across the World. As we celebrated the



Sanskrit year and deliberated last year on the significance of Sanskrit.
in a MNational Conference, we could not resist the proposal to invite
here distinguished 5cholars of Sanskrit from different parts of the
World imn a World Sanskrit Conference. And as we travelled and
discussed and met lovers of Sanskrit in our Country and elsewhere,
we have been discovering how alive is Sanskrit not only nationally
but also globally. Recently, in my personal meeting with the President
of Lithuania, I discovered that the Lithuania University has a
department of Sanskrit, since Sanskrit is very close to the language
of that country. The President of Lithuania was enthusiastic about
Sanskrit and wanted India’s collaboration for promotion of Studies in
Sanskrit in his country. This but only one example, and we are aware
of how Sanskrit Study is flourishing in different parts of the World.
Last wear, there was an International Sanskrit Conference in Torino
in Italy where a large number of Sanskritists had assembled; and
many of them have joined us here in this Conference. This indicates
a new world- wide tide of interest in Sanskrit.

I take this occasion to welcome the Sanskritists who have joined
here today, and I should like to convey my special welcome to those
who have come from distant countries.

May the Conference be dedicated to that great Vedic prayer of
Vamadeva that aspires for the Speech that expresses the [llumined
Will and which comes to be enjoyed by the luminous and wise:

O Mumined Will, become great of mind by these hymns of
illumination, our thinkings touch these plentitudes, O heroic Flame,
s0 take joy in the words of knowledge, O Angiras, let our speech
expressing thee come close to thee, enjoyed by the wise.

ST HIhd e | ST ST

5. See, Rigveda TV-3.15



“Vedic Scholars in great demand outside India”
-The Times of India (June 22,2007)

“ Rig Veda finds place in unesco heritage list ”
-The Times of India (June 22,2007)



